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those arrested for political offences old and new, and
those for massacre, murder and evil crimes. Thus the
foul beast Mazlum Bey from Afion-Kara-Hissar, who
had murdered British prisoners-of-war and committed
loathsome crimes and offences, was confined with Said
Halim Pasha, the old Grand Vizier, who had opposed
the declaration of war and had been persuaded by
Enver Pasha against his better judgment to sign. It
was as if the victorious Germans had shut Lord Balfour
in with a gang of criminals like Crippen and Mahon.
As pressed continually on the Home Government the
matter could have been disposed of easily and well.
A court could have tried each case, hung the murderer,
sent the evil-doer to hard labour, released the innocent
and, if considered necessary, interned those politically
dangerous. But the affair dragged on, and late in 1921
all these prisoners without distinction were released,
and those who wished it were shipped back to Turkey.
The results of these deportations were considerable.
All Turks of military age began to leave for Anatolia,
and all men of any importance made for Angora. The
Sultan's advisers were believed to have supplied many
of the names, and hatred against the Sultan increased.
The belief in British justice suffered a rude shock.
Many of the deportees were men of great importance.
When released they became ministers and deputies in
the Angora Government, and their hatred of the British
was not diminished by their imprisonment, degradation
and general treatment in Malta.
The deportations and the occupation of Constanti-
nople encouraged the Sultan and his supporters. Both